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From June 30 to July 2 2015, 
the Executive Secretary of 
Borderless Alliance, Mr. Justin 
Bayili represented the Alliance 
at the fifth edition of the Glob-
al Review of Aid for Trade at 
the World Trade Organization 
in Geneva, Switzerland. Under 
the theme, "Reducing Trade 
Costs for Sustainable and In-
clusive Growth”, the meeting 

which evolved around a series of panel sessions provided an opportuni-
ty for different stakeholders across the globe –notably governments 
representatives, international development agencies , international 
organizations, private sector representatives, NGOs, etc., to analyze the 
actions that are being taken by developing countries to reduce the cost 
of trade and to examine the extent of remaining challenges" in respect 
of the full implementation of the on Trade Facilitation Agreement 
reached in Bali in December 2013. 
 
It emerged at the meeting that the Trade Facilitation Agreement would 
be an important tool in terms of reducing transaction costs, building 

supply and value chains, and promoting regional integration. However, 
it also emerged that the success of the agreement largely depends on 
the ability of developing countries to meet the challenge of some re-
forms in order to operate on the national and regional levels and the 
need to put in place adequate infrastructure. 
 
On the sidelines of the meeting, it was announced during one of the 
panel sessions -in which Borderless Alliance actively participated, 
about the creation of a Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation.  This 
USAID initiative is supported by other partners, including the United 
Kingdom, Germany, Canada and the private sector actors including 
United Parcel Post (UPS) and Samsung. The Global Alliance for Facil-
itation will officially be launched during the Ministerial Conference of 
the WTO in December 2015 in Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
While in Geneva, Mr. Bayili also took advantage of his participation in 
the 5Th Global Review of Aid for Trade to hold discussions with the 
International Road Transport Union (IRU) to explore possible avenues 
of cooperation the international transport organization and Borderless 
Alliance, especially in the area of the professionalization of the road 
transport sector in West Africa. 
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Three years since its formal inaugura-
tion in May 2012, Borderless Alliance 
organized a two-day workshop from 
July 28-29, 2015; to deliberate on its 
sustainability strategy in Accra, Ghana. 
The workshop, which brought together 
the staff of the Executive Secretariat, 
members of the Executive Committee 
and the President of the National Com-

mittees of the Borderless Alliance aimed at reflecting on ways and 
means to make the Alliance a strong viable and reliable institution, for its 
members and the business community, as well as for the Regional Eco-
nomic Communities (ECOWAS and UEMOA) and its financial partners. 
Borderless Alliance was supported, in the conduct of this exercise by the 
USAID Trade Hub Network and Partners and Kanava International. 
 
The elements of this strategy include: the need to embark on an in-
creased membership base in order to mobilize the resources needed to 
support the functioning of the Executive Secretariat and the National 
Committees; the need to build the capacities of the National Committees 
by giving them a legal status in order to give them the needed recogni-
tion at their respective national levels; the provision of some essential 
services for fees and many others. 
  
At the end of the workshop, the participants adopted a road map that will 
lead to the effective implementation of the actions of the Strategy for the 
month of September 2015. 

WAEMU C�!!
��
�� A����� S������� ��� E����
�� I!���-

!�����
�� �� R������
�� 14 �� A'�� L��� R��
!�. 

Under the auspices of the West African Eco-
nomic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) Com-
mission, the third preparatory meeting of ex-
perts on the axle-load control of WAEMU 
member countries, Ghana and Guinea took 
place in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, from 
June 17 -18, 2015. Besides the various country 
representatives, the meeting was also attended 
by representatives of both the ECOWAS and 

WAEMU Commissions; the West African Development Bank 
(WADB), the European Union , JICA, the African Development Bank 
(AfDB) and World Bank Group. This meeting follows the regional 
workshop held from April 21 - 22 2009 and the meetings of Ministers 
responsible for Infrastructure and Road Transport of WAEMU coun-
tries and Ghana on April 23, 2009 and    March 19, 2010 respectively.  
 
It examined the implementation status of Regulation N014 / 2005 / 
CM / UEMOA of 16 December 2005 on the harmonization of stand-
ards and template control procedures, weight and axle load of heavy 
duty vehicles in Member States of WAEMU and Ghana, as spelt out in 
a roadmap and action plan for 2015-2016. The meeting also adopted a 
strategy, the  overall objective of which is the application of the Regu-
lation N014 / 2005 / CM / UEMOA in its entirety and concomitantly in 
the Member States of WAEMU, Guinea and Ghana, not later than June 
1, 2016.  

The representative of the Delegation of the European Union and 
spokesperson of the technical and financial partners seized the oppor-
tunity to stress that "the practical application   established measures 
resulting in an effective  decrease in overloading will be strong condi-
tionality for future donor investment in roads. ". 

Borderless Alliance| Jubilee House, 4th Street, Kuku Hill, Osu, Accra, Ghana |  Tel: +233 302 762696/ 302 762935 Email: info@borderlesswa.com Website: www.borderlesswa.com 


